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What is “Literacy” in
MA schools today? 

from the “English Language Arts & Literacy”
Massachusetts Curriculum Framework



Guiding Principles for 
MA ELA & Literacy 
Programs

#1:
Explicit 
instruction in 
skills (ie 
phonics; 
decoding)

#10: 
Foster SEL 
(including 
social 
awareness) 
through texts

#11:
Select fiction & nonfiction w/deep 
appreciation for art, beauty & truth 
while broadening understanding of 
the human condition from differing 
points of view...to help students 
develop emp

#8: 
Regular 
practice 
across 
multiple forms 
& genres of 
writing

#3:
Select high-
quality 
literature; read 
aloud in class 
& use inde. 
reading

#9: View 
families as 
resources 
invested in 
students’ 
literacy

#4: Support 
students in 
reading 
complex & 
challenging 
texts

#10: 
Foster #10: 
Foster SEL 
(including 
social 
awareness) 
through texts
SEL (including 
social 
awareness) 
through texts

#5: Students 
read diverse 
set of 
authentic texts

#6: 
Discuss & write 
about reading 
to develop 
critical 
thinking

#1:
Explicit 
instruction in 
skills (ie 
phonics; 
decoding)

#2:
Develop rich 
academic 
vocabulary & 
background 
knowledge
#7:
Read 
well-crafted 
texts to 
develop 
effective 
writing skills 

#10:
Emphasize 
SEL

#11: “Select work of fiction & 
nonfiction that instill...a deep 
appreciation for art, beauty, & truth 
while broadening their 
understanding of the human 
condition from differing POV.”

Guiding Principles for English 
Language Arts & Literacy 
Programs in Massachusetts



MA Anchor Standards in 
ELA & Literacy

Reading Writing Speaking & 
Listening

Language



“Literacy” is not just 
in English class...

The grades 6-12 standards are divided into two 
sections: one for ELA; and the other for 
history/social studies, science, mathematics, 
and career and technical subjects. This 
division reflects the unique, time-honored place of 
ELA teachers in developing students’ literacy skills 
and literary understandings while at the same time 
recognizing that teachers in other disciplines have a 
particular role in developing students’ capacity for 
reading and writing informational text.”
MA ELA & Literacy Frameworks

from the “English Language Arts & Literacy”
Massachusetts Curriculum Framework



We follow literacy “crosswalks” in

History & 
Social Sciences
Science
Mathematics.

 And so 
does 
MCAS:

Grade 5 
STE



We follow literacy “crosswalks” in

History & 
Social Sciences
Science
Mathematics.

 And so 
does 
MCAS:

Grade 8 
Math



We follow literacy “crosswalks” in

History & 
Social Sciences
Science
Mathematics.

 And so 
does 
MCAS:

Grade 10 
ELA



What does 
literacy 

support & 
facilitation

look like 
at the 

district level?



2019-2020 Compass ELA & 
Literacy Subcommittee Goal

What does 
literacy 

support & 
facilitation

look like 
at the 

district level?



Elementary 
SchoolsWhat does 

literacy 
instruction & 
development

look like at the 
building levels?  

High School

Middle School



Questions?

Contact Tracy Wagner at 
twagner@ipsk12.net & 
@twagnerips 


